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** Please note that the sermon as preached may not match the sermon as printed **

Ruth 4:1-22 Common English Bible

4 Meanwhile, Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there. Just then, the redeemer about
whom Boaz had spoken was passing by. He said, “Sir, come over here and sit down.” So he
turned aside and sat down. 2Then he took ten men from the town’s elders and said, “Sit down
here.” And they sat down.

3 Boaz said to the redeemer, “Naomi, who has returned from the field of Moab, is selling the
portion of the field that belonged to our brother Elimelech. 41 thought that | should let you
know and say, ‘Buy it, in the presence of those sitting here and in the presence of the elders of
my people.’ If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if you® won’t redeem it, tell me so that | may
know. There isn’t anyone to redeem it except you, and I’'m next in line after you.”

He replied, “I will redeem it.”

5Then Boaz said, “On the day when you buy the field from Naomi, you also buy® Ruth the
Moabite, the wife of the dead man, in order to preserve the dead man’s name for his
inheritance.”

6But the redeemer replied, “Then | can’t redeem it for myself, without risking damage to my
own inheritance. Redeem it for yourself. You can have my right of redemption, because I'm
unable to act as redeemer.”

7In Israel, in former times, this was the practice regarding redemption and exchange to confirm
any such matter: a man would take off his sandal and give it to the other person. This was the
process of making a transaction binding in Israel. 8 Then the redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it for
yourself,” and he took off his sandal.

9Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, “Today you are witnesses that I’'ve bought
from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and
Mahlon. 1® And also Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, I've bought to be my wife, to
preserve the dead man’s name for his inheritance so that the name of the dead man might not
be cut off from his brothers or from the gate of his hometown—today you are witnesses.”

1 Then all the people who were at the gate and the elders said, “We are witnesses. May

the LORD grant that the woman who is coming into your household be like Rachel and like Leah,
both of whom built up the house of Israel. May you be fertile in Ephrathah and may you
preserve a hame in Bethlehem. 2 And may your household be like the household of Perez,
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whom Tamar bore to Judah—through the children that the Lorp will give you from this young
woman.”

1350 Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife.

He was intimate with her, the LoRD let her become pregnant, and she gave birth to a son. #The
women said to Naomi, “May the LORD be blessed, who today hasn’t left you without a
redeemer. May his name be proclaimed in Israel. ¥* He will restore your life and sustain you in
your old age. Your daughter-in-law who loves you has given birth to him. She’s better for you
than seven sons.” *® Naomi took the child and held him to her breast, and she became his
guardian. ¥ The neighborhood women gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to
Naomi.” They called his name Obed.[) He became Jesse’s father and David’s grandfather.

18 These are the generations of Perez: Perez became the father of Hezron, ® Hezron the father
of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, 2° Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the
father of Salmon, 2! Salmon the father of Boaz, Boaz the father of Obed, 22 Obed the father of
Jesse, and Jesse the father of David.

CEB Footnotes

Ruth 4:4 MT he; LXX, Syr you
Ruth 4:5 Vulg; MT On the day that you buy the field from Naomi and from Ruth the Moabite
c. Ruth 4:17 Obed means one who serves (God).

In the very first church | served as Pastor there was a woman experiencing emotional abuse
from her husband. She was an intelligent, college educated woman — but as you may already
know, domestic violence happens in all socio-economic classes. For her it began with criticism.
He criticized her work, then her parenting, her family, her friends, gradually isolating her from
her social networks until, when | arrived as pastor, the only social connections that remained
strong for her were those with the women of the church.

After | preached a sermon that touched on domestic violence, several women contacted me
about this woman who was experiencing abuse. | will call her Toni, but that was not her name.
They all knew about Toni’s situation, her isolation, her lack of self-confidence, her large gap in
employment ... and they wanted to do something. With the help of those more experienced in
such things, we staged an intervention in Toni’s living room, helped her make a plan for her
future, and reminded her of her infinite worth to us and to God.

That was one of the first but certainly not the last experience | have had with the power of
women to change the narrative, to help others make positive changes in their lives.
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Where is God in that story? As we said to each other in that living room, God is here. God is
here in the messiness of life, walking with us in our grief and in our joy, in our hopes and in our
disappointments. God is tenaciously faithful. God is here.

In the book of Ruth, we see the power of women to make positive changes — even in Naomi’s
time when women’s power was severely limited by the law.

Ruth and Naomi are the main women characters in the book of Ruth. But throughout the book
we also see and hear from the women of Bethlehem. The women first appear when Naomi and
Ruth arrive in Bethlehem from Moab®. There, they call her by name (they remember her).
Names mean something — don’t they? And Naomi’s name means “pleasant.” Using her name
to tell her story, Naomi lets the women know that she is not returning as ‘pleasant,’ she is
returning as Mara, which means ‘bitter’ because of all that has happened. And in her words,
she blames God, who must have judged her guilty of something to punish her so.

Pastor Jan in her sermon on the first chapter of Ruth reminded us of theologian Walter
Bruggeman and his insight into the Old Testament. The Old Testament contains accounts of
people who argue for and against God. Many stories are told, including this one, when God’s
people feel forsaken, left out, or punished by God. Bruggeman reminds us to keep a lookout
for the counterargument! There is one! And, as Pastor Jan said, “God is here for you more than
you can see or can imagine.”?

One Hebrew word that appears throughout this text and binds this book together is Hesed.
Hesed is impossible to translate with only one word into English. It means... loving kindness,
covenant faithfulness, tenacious fidelity, mercy. What | love about Hesed is while we don’t
have an English equivalent, we know it when we see it. Ruth exhibits Hesed toward Naomi —
she is all in, showing tenacious fidelity to Naomi. Boaz exhibits Hesed in going to the gate, the
place where business is conducted, to find the only relative with a stronger claim to be Ruth’s
kinsman redeemer. In the book of Ruth we see God’s presence in Ruth’s care for Naomi, and in
Boaz’s care for Naomi through caring for Ruth’s well-being.

Hesed shines through the narrative:

e When Naomi was ready to journey along back to Bethlehem, Ruth chose to go with her,
promising in the beautiful familiar words: Ruth 1:16b “Wherever you go, | will go; and
wherever you stay, | will stay. Your people will be my people, and your God will be my
God.”

1 Ruth 1: 19-22
2 Jan Reynolds, “Tenacious Loyalty and Kindness” as preached at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Portland OR on
May 31, 2026.
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e When they arrive in Bethlehem, Ruth faithfully seeks out work gleaning so that the two
of them will have food to eat.

e When it becomes clear that Boaz is the one who can serve as the Goel, the kinsman
redeemer who will care for his relative’s widow and provide for his male relative’s
legacy, Ruth faithfully does what she can — even proposing marriage — to make that
happen.

Boaz also demonstrates tenacious fidelity, Hesed, in his interactions with the men at the gate,
the place where they conducted legal matters. And, this story is humorous! Naomi’s closer
relative whom Boaz meets at the gate is never named. The name that Boaz calls him, translated
“friend” in some of our translations is literally in Hebrew “Paloni Alimoni” - which is not a name
at all. One commentator translates Paloni Alimoni as “Joe Schmo.”3 And he is a Joe Schmo
kind of character. Yes — he’d love to acquire the lands, but marrying Ruth as her kinsman-
redeemer would jeopardize his inheritance for his sons. He would need to purchase the field
from Naomi and then any proceeds and the legacy of the field itself would go to Ruth’s sons-
not his own. That would weaken the value of his estate for his own sons. This Paloni Alimoni
declines to serve as kinsman-redeemer. To seal the deal, Paloni Alimoni gives Boaz a sandal —a
customary way to signify that he has agreed to no longer walk on that land as its owner, the
land belongs to Boaz.

The women and men at the gate then bless Boaz with their words, saying:

May the Lorp grant that the woman who is coming into your household be like Rachel
and like Leah, both of whom built up the house of Israel. May you be fertile in
Ephrathah and may you preserve a name in Bethlehem. 2 And may your household be
like the household of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah—through the children that
the Lorb will give you from this young woman.

Then Boaz marries Ruth.

And in due time, Ruth delivers her first born son, and presents him to Naomi. The story has
come full circle.

An interesting note from the text: We read that Naomi “took the child and held him to her
breast, and she became his guardian” — literally in Hebrew the word “guardian” means wet-
nurse. The rabbis in their midrash suggest that there is a miracle here and Naomi, despite her
age, is able to breastfeed the boy. Could be! God is greater than we can imagine.

3 Kathryn Shifferdecke, “Commentary on Ruth 4:1-22” as found on the Working Preacher website from Luther
Seminary. https://www.workingpreacher.org/commentaries/narrative-lectionary/preaching-series-on-ruth-
esther-week-4-of-6/commentary-on-ruth-41-22-3
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At the end of chapter 4, the women of Bethlehem make another appearance after the birth of
Ruth’s son.

14The women said to Naomi, “May the LORD be blessed, who today hasn’t left you
without a redeemer. May his name be proclaimed in Israel. *> He will restore your life
and sustain you in your old age. Your daughter-in-law who loves you has given birth to
him. She’s better for you than seven sons.”

Let that last sentence rest with us...

Your daughter-in-law who loves you has given birth to him. She’s better for you than
seven sons.

And maybe that’s why Ruth is in our bible. Not that her story isn’t worth telling — it is, but her
acts of loving kindness astonished the people of Bethlehem. Your daughter in law loves you
(she is tenaciously faithful)... she is better for you than seven sons.

Ruth, a foreign woman, widowed young without children - she is the heroine of this story of
God’s faithfulness in the book that bears her name. It is her ‘yes’ — that will be echoed in the
‘ves’ of Mary, the mother of Jesus.

These faithful women show us how our ‘yes’ to God’s invitation can bless not only our own
lives, but our community, and even possibly future generations.

Where is God? God is here.

There is one more appearance from the neighborhood women. Did you notice that they are
the ones who name Ruth’s son Obed? Obed means “One who serves (God).”

God is here — visible in the loving actions of Ruth. In the birth of a child to Ruth who had been
unable to bear a child for her first husband. And in the hope for the future that Boaz and Obed
provide —for Naomi, and also for us.

The book of Ruth closes with a genealogy, and the Gospel of Matthew, as Roberta reminded us
last week, begins with a genealogy. In that genealogy there are a surprising number of women
listed in addition to the men. Ruth is one, we read in Matthew:

“5b Boaz was the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth.
Obed was the father of Jesse.
6 Jesse was the father of David the king..” 4

4 Matthew 1:5-6
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The Matthean genealogy continues generation after generation until Jesus is born from this
lineage, to a young woman named Mary whose song of praise to God we heard as our first
scripture lesson for today.

The apostle Paul uses adoption language to refer to our relationship with God. In Ephesians
1:5-6 we read
“>God destined us to be his adopted children through Jesus Christ because of his love.
This was according to his goodwill and plan ¢and to honor his glorious grace that he has
given to us freely through the Son whom he loves.” (CEB)
God’s family, through Jesus, continues through each of us, adopted by grace as God’s children
through God’s son, Jesus.

On this Father’s Day, we remember the willingness of Boaz to father a son, Obed, who would
not be his heir, but the heir of Ruth’s husband, Mahlon.

Not every man would choose to offer this act of kindness willingly. Boaz chose to buy the lands
from Naomi, marry Ruth and care for Naomi. Boaz exhibits Hesed. Not every family is formed in
a traditional way. Who is family? Family are those who take you in when you are in need.
Family are those you ask to be called when you arrive unexpectedly at the hospital. Family are
the ones who miss you when you do not come home at night. However you define family, Boaz
is a model for us of tenacious fidelity, the willingness to put the good of the other first so that
we all can thrive.

Today, let’s remember this story of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz.
Hold onto this story in which we see the Hesed of God.

Rejoice in your family — however you define it — and be tenaciously faithful, merciful, showing
loving-kindness.

Rejoice in all you meet this day. Are they, too, bearers of God’s Hesed to you and to the world?

And look around our church community. We have experienced ups and downs. There are
moments when we wonder where God is — and yet, God shows Hesed to us. God is tenaciously
faithful. And when God’s fidelity is hard to see — | pray that there will be people who will stand
in the gates of our lives and name it for us, so we too can rejoice. Where is God? God. Is. Here!
Amen. >

5 A note about our upcoming pastoral prayer. It is adapted from “Prayer on Fathers’ Day”— Nathan Bierma, as
posted on the Open Sourcebook website.
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